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cler's insinuation, it is easy to imagine that they were also employed
as pleasing concubines or light-o'-loves in those relations between
master and slave girl which were so common with our colonial patri-
archs.

A valuable bit of evidence in favor of Nina Rodrigues's thesis, and
one that does not appear to be known, is that afforded by Jan van
Laet in his History or Annals of the Accomplishments of the Privi-
leged Company of the East Indies from Its Beginning until the End
of 2636, published originally in Leiden in 1644. Summing up the
data provided by the political councilor Servacius Carpentier on the
capitdnia of Paraiba, Laet tells us that the Angola Negroes were
largely employed in agricultural labor, but had to be "kept at it
always with many lashes." He adds that "the Guinea Negroes are
excellent, so that the majority of them are utilized for domestic serv-
ice, for waiting on table, and the like; those of Cape Verde are the
best and most robust of all and they are the ones that cost the most
here." Regarding the capitdnia of Pernambuco, the Annals report a
great traffic annually between the port of Recife and "other regions
of Africa" as well as Angola, although, it is true, the communication
facilities with Angola were better than with other parts. The Count
of Nassau wished, to make of Recife the principal distributing center
in furnishing slaves for American plantations and for the mines of
Peru, with Angola remaining as an immediate dependency of the
government of Pernambuco. As he saw it, Pernambuco had acquired
rights over Angola, Sao Thome, and Ano Bom inasmuch as it was
the Brazilian-Dutch forces that had taken these African colonies from
the Spaniards. It was, accordingly, from Recife and not from Amster-
dam that the slave trade ought to be directed.70 The Count's plan,
however, had not won out, possibly because it was feared in Amster-
dam that Nassau was preparing the ground for the founding of a
tropical principality that should unite the African colonies with
northern Brazil. In any event, it is certain that the importation of
slaves was carried out on a big scale under Dutch rule; but what
Laet tells us indicates that the blacks brought over did not come ex-
clusively from Angola.

Historical evidence, together with the anthropological and linguis-
tic researches of Nina Rodrigues among Bahian Negroes, thus reveals
the weak basis of the idea that it was exclusively Bantus71 who came
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